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The Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord closes the cycle of Christmas. The 

Baptism of the Lord is the great event celebrated in the Liturgical Year. 

Baptism marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. This was a real 

manifestation of the Blessed Trinity, that bears witness to the divinity of Jesus, 

of his being the promised Messiah, the One whom God sent to set his People 

free in order to save them (cf. Is 40:2). Hence, it is described by all four 

Gospels. At the time of Baptism, the heavens opened and the Holy Spirit 

showed himself in the form of a dove, while a voice from on high expressed the 

pleasure of the Father who acknowledged his Only- Begotten, his beloved Son.  

Jesus began his public ministry by going to the River Jordan to receive from 

John a baptism of penance and conversion. What might seem paradoxical in our 

eyes actually happened. Did Jesus need penance and conversion? Of course not. 

Yet the One who is without sin put himself among sinners to have himself 

baptized, to make this act of penance.  

Jesus chose to join the ranks of sinners, to be in solidarity with them, expressing 

God’s closeness. Second, it was a moment of conviction about his identity and 

mission: that He is the Son of God and His mission was to preach the Good 

News of God’s love and salvation and to atone for our sins by becoming 

the “suffering servant.” God the  Father’s words, “This is My beloved Son,” 

taken from Psalm 2:17, reveal Jesus’ identity as God’s Son, and the words “with 

whom I am well pleased,” from Isaiah 42:1 (referring to the “suffering 

servant“), pointed to Jesus’ mission of atoning for the sins of the world by His 

suffering and death on the cross. Third, it was a moment of decision for Jesus to 

begin public ministry at the most opportune time after receiving the approval of 

his Heavenly Father as His beloved Son.  

Baptism of Jesus was a moment of decision.  It marked the end of Jesus’ private 

life which had prepared him for his public ministry.  Second, it was a moment 

of identification with his people in their God-ward movement initiated by John 

the Baptist (quality of a good leader).  Third, it was a moment 

of approval.  Jesus might have been waiting for a signal of approval from his 

Heavenly Father, and during his baptism Jesus got this approval of Himself as 

the Father’s “beloved Son.”  Fourth, it was a moment of conviction.  At this 



baptism, Jesus received certainties (assurances) from heaven about His identity 

and the nature of His mission: a) He was the “Chosen One” and the “beloved 

Son of God”; b) his mission of saving mankind would be fulfilled, not by 

conquering the Romans, but by becoming the “suffering servant” of God, 

i.e., by the cross.  The baptism of Jesus reminds us of our identity. It reminds us 

of who we are and Whose we are. Jesus’ baptism reminds us also of our 

mission. It is a day to thank God for the graces we have received in Baptism. 

 


